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to identify these names have led to no tangible results. Prof. Wilson presumed that the mention of the troubles caused by the Mlecchas in the Bharatavakya may refer to the Ghazni and the Ghori invasions and suggested the llth or the 12th century A,D. as the probable date of the play. The clear mention of the play in the Dasarupaka, a work on dramaturgy by Dhananjaya of the 10th century A.D. has disproved his theory and has set the lower limit to the age of Visakhadatta. To deserve the citation in a standard work, Visakhadatta must have been certainly earlier by a century or two and therefore not later than the 8th century. Many scholars including Konow are of opinion that the Chandragupta mentioned in the Bharatavakya refers to Chandragupta (Vikramaditya II) of the Gupta dynasty and that the term 'Mlecchas' in the same verse may refer to the Kushanas who made marauding attacks during the period of the Guptas. This would place Visakhadatta in the 5th century A.D. as a younger contemporary of Kalidasa. The reference by rhetoricians to Visakhadatta as the author of a love play called Devi Chandragupta, now lost, also strengthens this view. Some manuscripts bear the variant readings of Rantivarma and Avantivarma in the place of the word Chandragupta in the Bharatavakya. Taking their stand on these readings, some scholars have argued that this Avantivarma may be the king of the Maukhari dynasty whose son married Rajyasri, the sister of King Harsha of Sthanvisvara and that the term ' Mlecchas' may mean the Huns